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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I just read Alexander McCall Smith‘s new book, ―The Lost Art of Gratitude‖ in which the heroine, 

Isabel Dalhousie, is thanked for clarifying a misunderstanding and setting the record straight. After  

reconciling the difference of opinion, her companion Professor Lettuce, says, ―I‘ve been rather  

foolish.‖ She replies, ―You‘ve been human - that‘s all. We all make mistakes.‖ He looked at her in 

gratitude. ―Thank you.‖ He thanks her both for what she did, and how she did it. 

 

We‘ve been having some conversations lately about saying thank you to people at church. In general, 

it was agreed that we say thank you far too infrequently. It‘s not because we aren‘t grateful for the  

work of volunteers, or because they haven‘t done a great job. It‘s not even because we don‘t think  

of it, we often do think, Wow, that was terrific, or she did a great job as usual! But we don‘t always 

take the next step to tell that person themselves. 

 

There‘s something churchy in there that keeps us from gushing our praise. Some folks feel that we 

should serve the church for its own sake, for the joy of serving the church, or we should serve the  

Lord for the sake of serving the Lord. Some folks feel that volunteers do so for the joy of  

volunteering, sometimes called the volunteer‘s high. Some folks feel we serve the people with  

whom we work most directly, and those are the ones who should say thank you. All of these are  

right, to a degree. 

 

But it never hurts to add a thank you. In fact, it means more than you think. It means we are not  

taking things, or people, for granted. It means we appreciate what they do and who they are. It means 

that we are paying attention, and we noticed things are better because of each person. 

 

We once did a children‘s time in which I asked the children to say what they were thankful for, and 

then to imagine that everything they had not named with thanks had just disappeared. If we were to  

do that with people around the church, we would express our gratitude for volunteers more often! 

 

Here is Jesus‘ take on the subject. This is from Eugene Peterson‘s new translation of the Bible called 

The Message. The passage is so familiar, and this new way of saying it really made it fresh for me.  

You will probably recognize the verses just like I did. 

 

―Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you; then 

grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? 

Run of the mill sinners do that. If you only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden 
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variety sinners do that. If you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that‘s charity? 

The stingiest of pawnbrokers does that. I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting 

a return. You‘ll never - I promise - regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father  

lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we‘re at our worst. Our Father is kind; you be 

kind.‖ 

 

So extend your thanks as a way of being kind and appreciative of those around you. We should not  

be above saying thank you, nor should we all be completely selfless with our giving. It is good for 

everyone to express thanks and appreciation. As Alexander McCall Smith commented after Isabel  

had been thanked surprisingly, ―She had not expected him to thank her; indeed she rarely expected 

anybody to thank her for anything.  Gratitude was a lost art, she felt. People accepted things, took  

them as their right, and had forgotten how to give proper thanks. Professor Lettuce, for all his faults, 

had at least said thank you and she, in turn, was grateful for that.‖ 

 

I am grateful for each one of you, and your gifts to the church of Jesus Christ. Thank you for blessing 

me with this community. 

                                                                                                                                          Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                              Rev. Julie Harper 

        

  

NEW MEMBERS JOIN ST. PAUL'S UCC 
  

St. Paul's was happy to welcome some fine folks into the community of faith in December 2009.   

Glenn and Kay Wetzel have been attending church here since August, and transferred their  

membership from Tom's Brook United Methodist Church.  They have already found their way to  

the KOLA class, and the choir.  One reason they found St. Paul's is they live just a block away!  

Barbara Wright has been a long time friend of the congregation, and she formalized her relationship 

with this church for a couple reasons.  She has been attending here for years on an every other week 

basis with her grandchildren.  Then recently she found out that her membership was never officially 

recorded at her former church, Columbia Furnace Church of the Brethren.  So we were happy to  

receive her into membership as well.  Finally, we welcomed Buzz Harper, who has been part of the  

life of the church since December 2008.  He sings in the choir, serves on Buildings and Maintenance, 

and co-chairs Stewardship and Missions.   He transfers his membership from Zion Christian 

Church/Disciples of Christ in Maurertown.  Welcome these new members when you see them at 

church! 
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MT. CALVARY NEWS 
 

 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT 

 
Mt. Calvary has held an annual Christmas Family Night for many years.  This year the annual 

event was held on Sunday evening, November 29
th

 in the social hall.  Approximately 55 members and 

friends were present for the occasion.  As everyone began to come the food table filled to capacity.  

Matthew Perron was present and did an excellent job singing Christmas songs for the group before the 

covered dish meal at 5:00 P.M.  It is never a problem with people going home hungry when they come to 

Mt. Calvary.  Instead, it is a big decision when you walk to the dessert table.  As soon as everyone was 

done eating the tables were set up for the different crafts to be made.  The different crafts and persons 

leading them were Rosemary Dinges – CD Ornament, Toni Dinges – Candy Tractor, Candy Gochenour 

– Snowflake, Rev. Harper – Angel Book Mark, Tonya Frazier – Peppermint Candy Wreath and Regena 

Miller – Snowman Ornament.  

Following the crafts and while the group was singing Christmas songs, Santa found his way into 

the social hall to see who was being good or bad.  There were many packages under the tree with 

numbers on for Santa to give out.  The children were able to receive their packages first and even tell 

Santa what they would like for Christmas in hopes he would not forget what each was waiting for.  

Santa drew a name for the door prize from the box where everyone present had put his name.  The 

name drawn was Colon Mumaw.  We were very proud to hear so many people say what a good time 

they had and how they were looking forward to coming again next year.  It sure started the Christmas 

season off on a joyous note just seeing everyone enjoy the evening so much.  Regena would like to 

send a special thank you to Matthew for furnishing the music and to all others who helped in making 

this a very enjoyable Christmas Family Night for all present. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
  

Members from the church and the girl-scout group #40581 went Christmas Caroling on Monday 

evening, December 7
th
.  They met at the church at 6:00 P.M. and visited Greenfield, Royal Haven, Pine 

Meadow, Helen and Ira Markley, Mrs. Sallie Gochenour, and Hope Jones singing those favorite 

Christmas songs at each place.  It is always nice to see the residents singing right along.  For many this 

is the only time they hear Christmas songs.  Participating in the activity were Rosemary Dinges, Bill 

Ryman, Weldon and Regena Miller, Tonya and Kaela Frazier, Robert and Brittany Malone, Tracy and 

Emma Hendren, Sarah Wine, Sydney Allivine, Maddie Ritenour and Cheyenne Stevens. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS ELECTED 
 

As January rolls around each year new officers are elected for Sunday school.  Those elected to 

serve for 2010 are as follows: 

  Superintendent – Weldon Miller 

  Assistant Superintendent – Larry Gochenour 

  Secretary – Regena Miller 

Assistant Secretary – Debbie Mumaw 

Treasurer – Weldon Miller 

Sunday school is held at 10:30 A.M. following worship service and everyone is invited to attend. 
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CHURCH MEMBERS ARE AT CONSULATE  
 

We would like to encourage you to visit some of our members who are now at Consulate Health 

Care of Woodstock.  Betty Fravel has been a resident in the home for several months.   In December, 

Helen Markley became a resident after Ira fell and broke his hip.  Recently Ira has been moved from 

Winchester Medical Center to the home and is now a resident also.  All of these residents would love to 

have a visit from you. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS BRING JOY  
 

Members bring their Christmas cards for the other members of the church starting the first 

Sunday in December to be given out.  All during December everyone picks up their cards from the 

table in the social hall.  This year due to snow and ice there was no church on the Second and Third 

Sundays so many did not get their cards until the Sunday after Christmas.  How nice it was to have a 

large pile to read even if they were late.  On the fourth Sunday along with their cards, their church 

envelopes for 2010 and a bag of candy was placed on the table together. 

 

 

INFANTS ARE BAPTIZED     
 

 Mt. Calvary was very proud to have two babies baptized on Sunday, December 6
th
.  Claire Ann 

Anderson, daughter of Chris and Kristie Anderson and Landon Allen Simmons, son of Bill and Tracy 

Simmons were both baptized at this time.  How nice it is to have two cousins baptized at the same time.  

Congratulations are extended to both families. 
 

POINSETTIAS DECORATE THE CHURCH 
 

 As in years past poinsettias were ordered and placed in the church in honor or memory of a 

family member or friend.  These poinsettias remain in the church during the month of December.  

Poinsettias were also ordered and delivered for the members of the home department.  A total of twenty 

one poinsettias along with greens helped decorate the church for the ―Hanging of the Greens‖ on the 

first Sunday.  Thanks to everyone for getting the poinsettias and we hope next year we will not have to 

cancel church two Sundays so we can enjoy them more. 
 

CONDOLENCE TO THE WALKER FAMILY 
 

 Members from Mt. Calvary extend their condolence to the family of James Walker. James 

passed away on Thursday, December 10
th

, at his home.  A funeral service was held on Saturday, 

December 12
th
 and the burial was at Sunset Memorial Gardens.  

 

CONSISTORY MEMBER INSTALLED FOR 2010 
 

 New Consistory members were installed during the worship service on Sunday, January 10
th

.  

Installed were Minnie Richards, Don Childs, William Andrews and Ronny Gochenour.  

We would like to congratulate each of these for accepting the position.  Officers were elected for the 

consistory during their meeting on Tuesday, evening January 12
th
.  They are as follows: 

  President – Tonya Frazier 

  Vice President – Chris Anderson 

  Secretary – Ronny Gochenour 

  Assistant Secretary – Tracy Simmons 

  Treasurer – Weldon Miller 
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NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD 
 

―Operation Santa‖ is sponsored by Homewood at Williamsport (the U.C.C. retirement home) 

and is supported by the U.C.C. churches.  Each year Mt. Calvary receives a number of names from the 

volunteer coordinator and what that person would like.  Some of the gifts asked for were lotion, candy, 

razor blades combs, etc.  Members of the church selected a name, bought and wrapped the gift for that 

person.  Fern Ryman heads the Homewood Department for Mt. Calvary.  Recently she received a letter 

from the volunteer coordinator thanking the church for their generosity at Christmas.  She said the 

project would not be possible if it was not for each one showing their kindness for the people in the 

home.  She said this project means so much to the residents and they were so excited to receive the gifts 

on Christmas Eve.  Enclosed are three of the letters the residents wrote to Santa for their gifts. 

 

Dear Santa, 

 I would like to thank you so much for the lovely Christmas gifts you gave to me.  It was so 

great that you found time on your busy trips bringing gifts to everybody!!  I hope you had a good trip 

back to the North Pole. 

            Love You 

 

I want to thank you for the lovely Christmas bag.  I am sure you have heard the story of my 

trying to find the giver because I did not know the person on the Christmas Card.  When I did hear 

the story, I couldn’t get over it!  It was a lovely thought and everything was lovely!  I appreciate the 

though. 

     Happy New Year 

 

To Homewood Santa, 

Dear Santa, 

 Just a note to say a big thank you for your generous surprise delivery on Christmas 

Eve.  To say we were shocked is an understatement and so many things I know we’ll enjoy using.  So 

thanks again for including us as one of your stops. 

     Fondly 

 

 You can see how the little things we do, mean so much to other people.  Fern would like to 

thank each person for the gift purchased for these residents.  These gifts were delivered to the home by 

Bill and Fern Ryman. 

 Fern would also like to say thanks to those who joined the Homewood Auxiliary for 2010.  The 

participation was not as great as in previous years.  There were 8 members from Mt. Calvary and 4 

from St. Paul‘s.  One of the many benefits of Auxiliary participation is receiving Homewood‘s Fireside 

magazine and other informational newsletters from the campus and/or the Auxiliary, all of which keep 

our supporters updated on activities taking place within the Homewood family.  Your commitment 

helps to provide that extra special support that makes such a difference in the lives of so many. 
 

ROYAL HAVEN VISITED 
 

 Residents at Royal Haven Nursing Home were visited on Tuesday evening, January 5
th

.  Regena 

Miller furnished cup cakes which were passed out for the evening snack.  Debbie Mumaw played for 

the group to sing.  Rev. Harper led the group in devotions and prayer.  Visiting the residents were Rev. 

Harper, Debbie Mumaw, Bill Ryman, Weldon and Regena Miller. 
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GIFTS FOR WESTERN STATE 
 

 Again this year Mt. Calvary donated to the volunteer program at Western State Hospital for 

Christmas.  We were asked to send five ladies toboggans for one ward.  Rosemary Dinges had charge 

of purchasing and wrapping the toboggans.  Rosemary took them to James E. Zerkel, Inc. for pick-up 

and delivery to Western State Hospital. 
 

HELP NEEDED FOR HAITI 
 

 As the earthquake struck Haiti, we could see a country in desperate need.  Mt. Calvary as well 

as many other churches are willing to do what they can to help.  On Sunday, January 17
th

, the members 

decided to place a bucket in the back of the sanctuary where donations may be placed.  At the close of 

the services on January 24
th
, the money will be counted and the amount between what is in the 

container and $500.00 would be taken from Multiple Charities.  As we see the need of the people in 

that country, it makes us so thankful for what we have.   

 The members also decided to fix health kits to be sent.  Twenty kits were prepared and will be 

taken to Church World Service to be shipped.  Thanks to everyone who contributed in some way to 

these kits. 

 

BLANKETS FOR CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
 

 The church for several years has collected money for blankets for Church World Service.  The 

blankets cost $5.00 each.  The money is sent in and the blankets are purchased by Church World 

Service.  This year we are proud to say $80.00 was given to purchase 16 blankets.  Give yourself a pat 

on the back if you contributed to this project. 

 

NURSING HOME SCHEDULE FOR 2010 
 

 Mt. Calvary has their schedule made up for the visits to the different Nursing Homes for 2010.  

The residents in all the homes love for someone to come and just hold their hand and talk to them.  We 

hope you will look very closely at the following schedule and during the year set aside an hour on these 

dates to go along and visit with the residents. The schedule has been posted on the bulletin board in the 

social hall along with a place you can sign your name to take favors for the residents. If you are willing 

to furnish favors and are unable to go to the home, just let Regena know, take them to the church and 

someone will take them for you. 

  

Tuesday, January 5
th
, 6:30 P.M. – Royal Haven 

 Tuesday, February 2
nd

, 6:30 P.M. – Stoney Creek Home for the Elderly 

 Tuesday, March 2
nd

, 6:30 P.M. – Greenfield 

 Wednesday, April 7
th

, 6:30 P.M. – Consulate Health Care of Woodstock 

 Wednesday, May 5
th
, 6:30 P.M. – Pine Meadow Assisted Living 

 Tuesday, June 1
st
, 6:30 P.M. – Dutch Haven Adult Care 

 Wednesday, July 7
th

, 6:30 P.M. – Consulate Health Care of Woodstock 

 Tuesday, August 3
rd

, 6:30 P.M. – Greenfield 

 Tuesday, September 7
th

, 6:30 P.M. - Royal Haven 

 Tuesday, October 5
th
, 6:30 P.M. – Stoney Creek Home for Elderly 

 Wednesday, November 3
rd

, 6:30 P.M. – Pine Meadow Assisted Living 

 Tuesday, December 7
th
, 6:30 P.M. – Dutch Haven Adult Care 
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MT. CALVARY’S 2010 ACTIVITIES AND DATES  
 

Tuesday, January 5 – Visit Royal Haven – 6:30 P.M. 

Tuesday, January 12 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, January 24 - Covered Dish Meal and Congregational Meeting (Annual Reports) 

Sunday, January 24 - Contemporary Sunday 

Tuesday, February 2 – Visit Stoney Creek Home for the Elderly – 6:30 P.M. 

Tuesday, February 9 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, February 17 – Ash Wednesday & Communion – 7:00 P.M. 

                                   (Help with communion – Minnie Richards)  

Sunday, February 21 – First Sunday of Lent & Communion (Help with communion –  

                                        Ronny Gochenour) 

Sunday, February 28 - Contemporary Sunday 

Tuesday, March 2 – Visit Greenfield – 6:30 P.M. 

Friday, March 5 – World Day of Prayer 

Sunday, March 7 – Youth Sunday 

Tuesday, March 9 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, March 14 - One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering 

Sunday, March 28 - Contemporary Sunday 

Sunday April 4 – Easter & Communion (Help with Communion – William Andrews) 

                  Sunrise Service – 6:30 P.M.  Breakfast following Sunrise Service – 7:00 P.M. 

        Chairman – Bill Ryman 

                   Worship Service & Communion – 8:30 P.M.  

                   Sunday School – 9:30 P.M. 

*Wednesday, April 7 – Visit Consulate Health Care of Woodstock – 6:30 P.M. 

Saturday, April 10 – Breakfast (Multiple Charities) 

                        Co-chairmen - Kitchen - Larry Gochenour & Chris Anderson –  

                                  Dining Room - Tonya Frazier 

Tuesday, April 13 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, April 25 - Contemporary Sunday 

Saturday, May 1 – Chicken Barbecue (Multiple Charities) at Tractor Supply Co. 

 Chairman – Larry Gochenour 

*Wednesday, May 5 – Visit Pine Meadow Assistant Living – 6:30 P.M. 

Saturday, May 8 – Chicken Barbecue (Multiple Charities) at Tractor Supply Co. 

 Chairman – Chris Anderson 

Tuesday, May 11 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, May 23 – Pentecost & Communion (Help with communion – Susie Childs) 

Sunday, May 23 – Strengthen the Church Special Offering 

Sunday, May 23 – Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, May 23 - Contemporary Sunday 

Tuesday, June 1 – Visit Dutch Haven Adult Care – 6:30 P.M. 

Sunday, June 6 – Mother/Father Day Meal 12:15 p.m. Co-chairmen – Tonya Frazier, Chris Anderson 

Tuesday, June 8 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, June 27 - Contemporary Sunday 

*Wednesday, July 7 - Visit Consulate Health Care of Woodstock – 6:30 P.M. 

Sunday, July 11 – Communion (Help with communion – Don Childs) 

Tuesday, July 13 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Thursday, July 15 – Go out to eat in a group at the Butcher Block in Stephens City - 6:30 P.M. 

                        Chairman – Bill Ryman 

Sunday, July 25 -    Contemporary Sunday   
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Sunday, July (Date to be announced) – Vesper Service Outside with Cake and Ice-cream 7:00 P.M.

                                                       (Special Music) Chairman –Worship Committee 

Tuesday, August 3 – Visit Greenfield – 6:30 P.M. 

Saturday, August 7 – Annual Sunday School Picnic & St. Marks Youth and Adult Leaders – 5:00 P.M. 

                         Co-chairmen – Weldon Miller and Larry Gochenour  

Saturday, August 7 – St. Mark‘s youth and adult leaders will be spending the night at the church 

Sunday, August 8 – Continental Breakfast for St. Mark‘s and Mt. Calvary before 9:30 A.M. worship 

                        service  Co-Chairmen – Melissa Andrews and Chris Anderson 

Tuesday, August 10 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, August 22 - Contemporary Sunday 

Tuesday, September 7 – Visit Royal Haven – 6:30 P.M. 

Saturday, September 11 – Breakfast (Multiple Charities) Co-chairmen – Kitchen - Larry Gochenour 

                                             & Chris Anderson, Dining Room - Tonya Frazier 

Tuesday, September 14 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, September 26 - Contemporary Sunday 

Sunday, October 3 – World Wide Communion (Help with communion – Chris Anderson) 

Sunday, October 3 – Neighbors in Need Special Offering 

Tuesday, October 5 – Visit Stoney Creek Home for Elderly – 6:30 P.M. 

Sunday October 10 – Harvest Home Service with a Speaker from Homewood  

                                     Decorating Co-chairmen – Tracy Simmons and Kristie Anderson 

                          Kitchen  Co-chairmen – Jean Gochenour, Robin Grubbs, Melissa Andrews, 

                                     and Michelle Koontz 

Sunday, October 10 – Hoffman Home and Homewood Special Offering 

Tuesday, October 12 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday, October 24 - Contemporary Sunday 

November - Have list of people for Operation Santa for Homewood Residents Fern Ryman 

*Wednesday, November 3 – Visit Pine Meadow Assisted Living – 6:30 P.M. 

Tuesday, November 9 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M.   

Sunday, November 28 – First Sunday of Advent & Communion (Help with communion –  

                                         Tracy Simmons) 

Sunday, November 28 - Contemporary Sunday 

Sunday, November 28 - Christmas Family Night and Covered Dish Meal – 5:00 P.M. 

                              Chairman – Regena Miller 

Thursday, December 2 – Decorate the church for Hanging of the Greens 

                               Co-Chairmen – Tonya Frazier and Chris Anderson 

Sunday, December 5 – Hanging of the Greens during 9:30 A.M. Worship Service 

Tuesday, December 7 – Visit Dutch Haven – 6:30 P.M. 

Tuesday, December 14 – Consistory Meeting – 7:00 P.M.  

Sunday, December 19 – Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross Special Offering 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service and Communion – 11:00 P.M. 

       (Help with communion – Tonya Frazier) 

Sunday, December 26 - Contemporary Sunday 

Sunday, January 23, 2011 - Covered Dish Meal and Congregational Meeting (Annual Reports) 

 

*Note change of visit to Nursing Home from the first Tuesday of the month. 

           Regena Miller 

 
 

                                         

 



 9 

 

ANNUAL REPORTS MEETING HELD 
  The annual reports and planning meeting was held on Sunday Jan 24

th
 at Mt. Calvary. The 

members of the consistory prepared a soup and sandwich meal with plenty of sweet desserts. The group 

reviewed the reports from 2009 and planned upcoming events for 2010. 
 

CHURCH RECEIVES MONEY FOR MISSION WORK 
    Churches in the association received a $50 donation for mission work. The goal is for each 

church to come up with a way to make their $50 multiply and used for mission work of some type. If 

you can think of a way to raise additional funds please contact Tonya Frazier before the March 9
th
 

consistory meeting. The congregation will then decide on what mission(s) they would like to donate. 
 

                                                                                                                         Tonya Frazier 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays for Mt. Calvary 

February   1 – Albert Floryancic 

                 3 – Carol Morrison 

               16 – Riley Rau, Linda R. Wagoner 

               18 – Derek Ritenour 

               21 – Berkley Rau         

               22 – Gordon Seibert 

March       5 – Jonathan Koontz 

                 6 – Cole Anderson 

                 8 – Joan Stanley 

                 9 – Karen Gochenour 

               15 – Lexi Rau 

               23 – Tina Pirtle  

 

Anniversaries for Mt. Calvary 

February   6 – Randy and Debbie B. Jones 

               22 – Bill & Tracy Simmons 

 

Scripture Readers 

February   7 – Tonya Frazier 

               14 –  Larry Gochenour 

               21 –  Karen Gochenour 

               28 –  Melissa Andrews 

 

March      7 – Tracy Simmons 

              14 –  Tonya Frazier 

              21 –  Chris Anderson 

              28 –  Kaela Frazier 

 

                   

                

 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES ON TUESDAYS 

 
The Woodstock Ministerial Association will sponsor worship services and soup lunches 

throughout the Lenten Season.  They'll be hosted at Emanuel Lutheran Church.  We'll begin the first 

Tuesday after Ash Wednesday, Feb. 23, and meet each Tuesday through Holy Week.  The schedule is 

the same as previous years:  lunch at 11:30 P.M., worship at 12 noon, and if you'd like to have lunch 

afterwards, we eat again at 12:30 P.M.  All are welcome, and leadership rotates among area clergy. Join 

us there for a special Lenten devotional time!   
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ST. PAUL‘S NEWS 
 

STEWARDSHIP CHRISTMAS FAMILIES 
 

Although the holidays may seem long ago to some, Stewardship and Mission members are still 

enjoying warm memories of the church‘s efforts to make Christmas a little brighter for four local 

families.  Despite crazy weather, which closed services on the two Sundays before Christmas when 

gifts were to be returned, the project went off as smoothly as I have ever seen.  Because you brought  

in your gifts quickly during the week, everything was ready for delivery right on time.  Joe and Buzz, 

our new chairmen, did a great job and are now seasoned veterans! 
 

 There are so many little stories and joys attached to a project like this, but there isn‘t space to 

tell them all. Simply know that your efforts were very much appreciated by the families we helped. 

Many gift tags were returned with much more of a gift than was asked for, like the movie rental 

certificate that came back in a beautifully sewn bag that will be a part of that family‘s Christmas 

treasures for many years, packed so perfectly with so many ‗movie snacks‘ that I couldn‘t even peek!  

Or the more senior member who took the last tag (for a video game for a teenager) and had a very 

fascinating learning experience and buying spree at the Game Stop!  
 

 Besides the wrapped presents, you contributed larger financial donations than ever before, 

making it possible to give generous Food Lion and Wal-Mart certificates to all. We saved some of the 

money to provide for emergencies that may come up this winter, and we are planning to follow the 

Christmas families to make sure they are doing okay. 
 

 We thank you for your generous outpouring to the families we helped and want you to know 

what a privilege it was to be your messenger this holiday. The Light of Christmas was in our midst, and 

we hope that the Light warmed your hearts as well, because of the blessings you shared with others. 

  

        Ellen,  

   for all of us on Stewardship and Missions, 

                                                                           Joe, Buzz, Abbe, Karen, Jim, and Brian 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S GIVES TO “HELP HAITI” 
 

 Stewardship and Missions and the Sunday School Department have worked together to 

assemble Hygiene Kits for suffering people in Haiti.  Joe Lehnen and Karen Walton from Stewardship 

organized the materials and the event held on Sunday morning, January 24
th

.  Dawn Stoneburner, Pam 

Baker, and Alisha Williams coordinated the Sunday School participation, and the young people had a 

great time putting the items for each kit in one-gallon plastic bags for shipment. (Hygiene Kits include 

a hand towel, washcloth, comb, nail clippers, bar of soap, toothbrush, and six band-aids.)  We spent 

about $120 to assemble 25 kits.  Our former pastor, Barbara Rhodes, will take them to Church World 

Service in Maryland for delivery to Haiti very soon. 

 

 A special collection for Haiti was taken at St. Paul‘s on January 17
th

, and the congregation 

responded to the call for help by donating $1,121.00.  The money has been sent to One Great Hour of 

Sharing.  Thank you to everyone for answering this need. 
 

                ~Ellen Markel 

                   for Stewardship and Missions 
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                       JR. HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL NEEDS YOU HELP 
 

The Jr. High Sunday School Class is in need of a small couch and a few comfy chairs for their 

classroom.  If anyone has any of these items they would like to donate please let Dawn Stoneburner  

or Craig Smith know.   

                                                                                                  Thanks, 

                                                                                               Jr. High Class 

 

FROM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

It was time to have some fun so the Youth went bowling on Saturday, January 16
th
.  Turns out 

we've got some great bowlers in this group of young people and they all had a blast! 

Looking ahead, some of our upcoming activities are... 

...February 6 from 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. we're going to assemble cookie boxes for our college 

students and members in the military. We'll have a pizza lunch at the church. We'll have a short 

meeting as well to plan further for events in March. 

...March 7 will be Youth Sunday.  Both services will be led by our youth members. 

...March 20 we'll be taking a trip to Gettysburg, PA to visit Hoffman Homes for Youth.  They are 

having a Youth event open house and we're going to see what happens at their facility.   

  

Thanks for the continued support of our Youth Fellowship.  We have a wonderful group of  

young people and you should be proud of them! 

                                                                                                                      Craig and Alberta Smith 

  

  

FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

We made it through all the hustle and bustle of the holidays and are now back in the regular  

Sunday school swing at 9:45 A.M. Sunday mornings.  All are welcome to join us and children are 

encouraged to bring a friend.  You just never know how you can touch a life just by inviting  

someone to church.   

The older children of Sunday school have come up with an entertaining idea to kick off our 

Underwear Drive.  "Underwear Guy" has flown into church in his heart covered boxers for several 

appearances to remind everyone to collect new undergarments, socks, or t-shirts for those in need.  

We'll end our drive on February 7
th

 and the items will be distributed directly to the Clothes Closet and 

Salvation Army.  

Thanks to all those members and friends who helped with Christmas Family Night and Hanging 

of the Greens.  You are truly appreciated and we are blessed to have you involved in Christian 

Education.                                                                                                     Alberta Smith 
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Birthdays for St. Paul’s 

February    1 – Pam Bray, Jon Foltz, Bob Goodier 

                  2 – Nick Holsinger, Marsha Cooper 

                  5 – Mason Sheetz 

                  6 – Patty Snarr, Mary Catlett 

                  8 – Eric Dalke 

                10 – Beverly Dahlgren, Carol Spring 

                12 – Susan Fream 

                13 – Desiree Williams 

                19 – Margaret Wilkins 

                20 – Sophia Palatnick 

                21 – Jim Trott 

                22 – Dennis Thomas, Gordon Seibert 

                26 – Brittany Lambert    

                28 – Dawn Stoneburner 

March        1 – Makenna Painter       

                  2 – Barbara Johnson 

                  4 – Debbie Swecker 

                  7 – Seth Gardner 

                10 – Brian Loveland, John Lambert 

                12 – Regan Kain 

                13 – Jessie McIntosh 

                14 - Stephanie Litten 

                15 – Stuart Sheetz 

                16 – Bill Holsinger 

                17 – Adam Beasley, Doug Linaweaver 

                18 – Casey Walton 

                19 – Jake Johnson 

                22 – Dan Bowman 

                28 – Kim Shrum, Mike Sibert,  

                        Chuck Berchdorf 

                30 – Nadine Dehaven 

                31 -  Dicky Linaweaver 

    

Anniversaries for St. Paul’s 

February   3 – Allen & Margie Cook 

               12 – Jerry & Betty Lambert 

               13 – Jon & Maddy Foltz 

               22 – Fred & Mary Lou Odum 

March     10 – Robert & Pam Bray 

               12 – Jack & Linda Sheetz 

               22 – Spencer & Jessie McIntosh 

Acolytes 

February   7 – Bobby Loveland 

                14 – Rose Holland 

                21 – Jason Holland 

                28 – Brian Loveland 

March        7 – Grant Smith 

                14 – Desiree Williams 

                21 – Bobby Loveland 

                28 – Rose Holland 
          

Scripture Readers 

 February   7 – Dot Lambert  

                14 – Joe Lehnen                    

                21 –  Linda Sheetz 

                28 – Janet Sheetz 

March        7 – Suzanne Loveland 

                14 – Jane Miller                                                                                                                      

                21 – Meg Trott   

                28 – Craig Smith  
 

Greeters 

February -  Jack and Linda Sheetz  

 

March      - Beverly Dahlgren and 

                   Trudy Rauch 
   

Nursery   

 February   7 – Pam Baker 

                14 – Beth Dirting                   

                21 – Stephanie Dysart 

                28 – Courtney Brill 

March        7 – Alberta Smith  

                14 – Alisha Williams                   

                21 – Kaye Lehnen                                                                                      

                28 – Trudy Rauch 

  

          

 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU               

Dear St. Paul‘s Family 

My children and I cannot thank you enough for the two $100 gift certificates, one from Food Lion and 

the other Wal-Mart. I have to confess I used them almost instantly. It had been a long time since I was 

able to go out and buy a significant amount of food.  The gift was very much appreciated and needed.  

With deep gratefulness from the bottom of our hearts.  Love, peace and blessings to all in your 

congregation! 
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THE PAUSE FOR APPLAUSE 

AND                             

A PAT-ON-THE-BACK        
                                                                 

Dear Pat, 

 

         What an interesting December and January it has been! It has been cold enough to cover me with  

furcicles with snow so deep, it engulfed my petite self.  Bad weather actually caused cancellation of two  

Sunday morning services.  But more about that in a minute. 

           One event not getting snowed out was our December 13 Christmas Family Night.  The food  

(crumbs) were wonderful.  St. Paul's humans really know how to cook.  Suzanne Loveland directed a play 

written by Pastor Julie a few years ago.  A tiny bat portrayed by Jason Holland could think of no gift for  

the Christ Child. But when a cold wind blew through the stable, he burrowed himself into the hole keeping  

the draft from the Baby Jesus.  When asked what he gave, he answered, ―I gave Him me for as long as He 

needed.‖ Anna Smith, Layla Baker, Jonathan Koontz, and Brian Loveland added musical talents to a very 

special evening. 

            The Hanging of the Greens and Junior Choir Sunday were to have been held on the two Sundays  

closed due to weather.  These are both such favorites of all the humans at St. Paul's.  It was decided that  

both would be incorporated into the Christmas Eve service.  I've said before that St. Paul's has its heroes.   

Mary Catlett, Kim Shrum, Anne Holland, Susan Brill, Alberta Smith and Susan Fream scurried around like 

mice getting costumes ready for an ever changing cast of characters and lining up greens for delivery and 

presentation.  These humans sacrificed their Christmas Eve to make this lovely, popular program happen – 

heroes indeed.  As is often the case, some memorable moments came about from our youngest congregational 

members - from shy little Bailey who finished her two jobs and ran up to Miss Mary and queried, ―What  

next?‖ to Gabi Fream who saw an unlit candle and scurried in her angel costume to fix the problem -Angels all. 

            Speaking of angels, George Swecker arranged for the bank parking lot to be cleared enabling people  

to park for the Christmas Eve service.  Richard Lambert used his snow blower to clear sidewalk areas.   

Angels of practicality – so important. 

               During the holidays you possibly heard ―Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer‖ many times, but do  

you know the yet to become standard, ―Margie, the Black-eyed Secretary‖?  When our favorite Margie Cook 

fell and blackened her eye, the Overman girls wrote and performed a song about the event.  Look for it soon  

on the top 40 charts. 

                This morning's Contemporary Service with all the regulars - Anne Holland, Tim Grant, Bobby 

Grubbs, Greg Patton, the Stoneburners,  and Stephanie Heishman-Litten – was uplifting and joyful on a  

rainy Sunday.  Our choir always pleases my little rodent heart.  I love that new church members, Glen and  

Kay Whetzel, have added their talents to our choir.  Hair-standing on end moment came about when Anne 

Holland (singing) and Pastor Julie (accompanying) performed ―Mary, Did You Know‖. It was amazing. 

               Sometimes, Pat, Jane lets me ride in her purse to her home and I get to watch TV.  The Haitian 

earthquake is almost more than my little mind can absorb. There are so many American humans helping.   

I understand that America has problems and enemies, but in a crisis, the generous spirit of the American  

people can't be topped.  Also I have seen the Haitians singing, washing clothes, cooking, trying to regain  

some normalcy.  Their resilience and courage blows my mind.  

                 Pat, this letter wouldn't have been complete without the help of little mouse reporters. 

Thanks to them.   Your loving brother, Paws, the church mouse (jcm) 

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                         I remain your loving brother, 

                                                                                         Paws, the church mouse (jcm) 
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 SHARED MINISTRIES  
 

United Church of Christ 

Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund and Response 

Frequently asked Questions 
 

 

1. What is the United Church of Christ doing in Haiti? 

One Great Hour of Sharing and Haiti Earthquake Relief funds are being used to help with basic humanitarian 

relief in providing temporary shelter, food and health assistance. Funds are also being used to provide water  

and sanitation engineers, and equipment to construct water purification systems. Resources for building  

latrines are also being provided, as the sanitation situation is critical. The UCC will be supporting communities 

in the long struggle to rebuild from this disaster — the worst earthquake to strike Haiti in 200 years. 

 

Since the earthquake, the UCC has reached out to its partners in Haiti to coordinate a swift response. Funds 

have been dispersed to several partners including Church World Service, ACT Alliance, IMA World Health  

and Global Ministries (CONASPEH and House of Hope). 

 

 

2.   How do I make a donation to help the people in Haiti? 

To assist those suffering in the aftermath of the earthquake, make an online contribution to United Church  

of Christ – Error! Hyperlink reference not valid..   Please mail checks to UCC; 700 Prospect Ave.; Cleveland,  

OH 44115.  Write ―Haiti‖ in the memo line of all checks. 

 

 a. How much of my donation will be used in the relief effort? 

 100% of gifts received for UCC Haiti Earthquake relief will be used for relief and rehabilitation 

initiatives.  The administrative costs related to receiving and processing gifts is covered by UCC members‘ 

generous contributions to Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM). 

 

 b. My company offers matching gifts. Will my gift to UCC Haiti Earthquake Relief fund qualify 

  for this program? 

 Yes, the United Church of Christ is a federally recognized, tax exempt organization pursuant to  

section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Our tax ID number is 34-1927041. Receipts will be issued  

for charitable contributions made to the United Church of Christ for disaster-related or other mission work. 

 

 c. How much money has the United Church of Christ raised for Haiti? 

 In the wake of this disaster, the response of UCC members and friends has been overwhelming.  

As a result of this generosity, new gifts are received daily.  As of Monday, January 25, 2010, over $500,000  

has been received.  Please be assured that your contributions are being used to meet both immediate needs in 

Haiti and will be utilized for long-term recovery initiatives 

 
HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY COMING UP 

 

Our delightful service of levity and laughs will be Sunday February 14 at both churches. The pastor will  

bring material to share, and hopes you will too!  There will be slots for folks to share from the congregation.   

If you'd rather pass your jokes to the pastor, that's fine too.  The themes this year are church and love, since  

it's Valentine's Day as well.  

 

 


