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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, long, long ago. 
 

Who knew what kind of winter this would be?  Who knew that we’d see record snow fall, that we’d 

have freezing rain, and that we’d be unable to get to church for three weeks in a row?  Regena said  

she can’t remember ever not having church for three weeks in a row, and I have to agree with her,  

it’s never happened before that I can remember either. But these once in a lifetime situations do  

occur, and we respond with once in a lifetime answers.  Top priority is staying safe, healthy and  

whole.  We try not to take risks we shouldn’t.   

 

In the mean time, Lent has crept up on us and has arrived.  In our family we talked about Lenten 

disciplines, and decided to do something that would turn our minds to Jesus each day.  Most people 

think about giving something up, but you can also add something meaningful for the same effect.   

One of us sees the joy of Jesus in her morning orange juice, and promised to drink it every day!   

One of us decided to do her chores without complaining about it every day, because Jesus has  

suffered enough already!   

 

Here are two prayers for your Lenten devotions, written by a friend and former colleague,  

Rev. Mark Yurs. 

 

O God, gracious and merciful, you love to hear your children when they pray.  As we say our first 

prayers of the Lenten season, help us close the door upon all that would distract us from you or keep 

 us from being fully open to you.  May this room where we pray become a closet where nothing is 

hidden from you, paraded before others, or denied by ourselves.  Here grant us, by your grace,  

contrite hearts and honest souls, all for your name’s sake, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Merciful God our Creator, we are dust, dust into which you have breathed the breath of life.  We  

are mortals, mortals to whom you have given glimpses of eternity.  But we have transgressed.   

Instead of being with you and for you as befits your holy name and loving purpose, we have stood 

against you in thought, word and deed.  We do not deserve to be in your presence or live in the  
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strength of your Spirit.  In the name of Jesus, please remember your mercy, your loving kindness  

that has been from of old, and do not cast us away, but forgive, restore, and reclaim us as your 

 very own.  Indeed, please, make us anew, breathe into us once more and bring us again to the joy 

 of your salvation.  Amen. 

 

So whether you are giving something up or taking something on, let it be in the spirit of devotion and 

obedience to our Lord, who wishes all people to be redeemed, reconciled and made whole.   

 

Here are some websites of good devotionals for your consideration: 

 

http://garrett.edu/index.php/lenten  - this is the scripture and commentary from the seminary I went to.   

 

http://www.foodforthepoor.org/help/lent_2010/  - this is a one line scripture and one line instruction on 

doing something meaningful each day.   

 

http://blog.goshen.edu/devotions/2010/ - this commentary and prayer is from Goshen, Indiana 

(Mennonite area) and is on the theme of “Holding on and Letting go.” 

 

http://whatiffoundation.org/ - this is the site of UCC member Margaret Trost’s work feeding the poor  

of Haiti.  Her blog gives info from local people with whom she has been working for years.  This is  

one direct line to Haiti and it is a good one.   

 

And finally, a Rib Tickler which seemed perfect for Lent -  

            An Irishman goes into the confessional box after years of being away from the Church.  

There's a fully equipped bar with Guinness on tap. On the other wall is a dazzling array of the finest 

cigars and chocolates.  

            Then the priest comes in. "Father, forgive me, for it's been a very long time since I've been  

to confession," says our man. "But I must first admit that the confessional box is much more inviting 

than it used to be." 

            "Get out," says the priest. "You're on my side."  

 

May God bless us with faithfulness, inspiration, and temperatures above 32 degrees! 

 

With great hope,  

 

                                                                                                                        In Christ's service,  

  

                                                                                                                        Rev. Julie Harper 
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MT. CALVARY NEWS 
 

 

SNOW AND ICE CAUSES CANCELLATIONS  

FOR MT. CALVARY 
 

 Many cancellations had to be made at Mt. Calvary during the past weeks.  When the snow 

started to fall on Friday, January 29
th

, we had no idea that we would not be having worship services  

and the doors to the church would be closed for the next four weeks.  With the many inches of snow 

that has fallen on top of the ice that was still on the ground from December, walking or cleaning the 

church yard became impossible.  The visit to the Stoney Creek Home for the Elderly was scheduled  

for February 2
nd

.   It was rescheduled for February 16
th

.  As we checked with the home we found  

their parking lot and sidewalk were not in very good condition either so the visit again had to be 

cancelled.  The consistory meeting for the month had to be cancelled.  Ash Wednesday service  

which St. Paul’s joins with Mt. Calvary could not be held.  Thanks to Weldon Miller, Tonya Frazier 

and Ronny Gochenour for shoveling off the sidewalks, but still the parking lot remained frozen.   

News Letters for the month of February still remain at the church.   

 

On Sunday, February 28
th
, Contemporary Sunday will be held and we hope to see everyone  

at church to greet their friends with a happy welcome back smile.  The Greenville Home will be  

visited on Tuesday evening, March 2
nd

.  The Lenten Service will again this year be held at the 

Woodstock Methodist Church.  Mt. Calvary will be asked to furnish certain things for the luncheon  

on one of the Tuesdays.  A list of items needed and the date will be posted.  We hope and pray no 

cancellations will have to be made again due to bad weather.   

                                                                                                                             Regena Miller 

 

 

Birthdays for Mt. Calvary 

 March       5 – Jonathan Koontz 

                  6 – Cole Anderson 

                  8 – Joan Stanley                  

                  9 – Karen Gochenour 

                15 – Lexi Rau 

                23 – Tina Pirtle  

  April        1 – Wayne Dinges 

                  5 – Doug Rau 

                12 – Cory Grubbs 

                21 – Jay Andrews 

                24 – Colon Mumaw, Jimmy Pirtle, 

                        Bill Ryman 

                26 – Rosemary Dinges 

                27 – Sallie Gochenour 

 

Anniversaries for Mt. Calvary 

April          1 – Ira and Helen Markley 

                17 – Larry and Linda Ryman 

                19 – Ronnie and Karen Gochenour 

Scripture Readers 

March    7 – Tracy Simmons 

             14 – Tonya Frazier 

             21 – Chris Anderson 

             28 – Kaela Frazier 

 

April       4 – Jean Gochenour 

              11 – Larry Gochenour 

              18 – Karen Gochenour 

              25 – Susie Childs 
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ST. PAUL’S NEWS 
 

 

FEBRUARY CONSISTORY HIGHLIGHTS  

FROM ST. PAUL’S 
 

     There were many requests for help from community organizations, and we responded by voting  

to send $100 to the Central After Prom Committee, $50 to the Woodstock Rescue Squad, and  

$100 to the Free Clinic. 
 

     The Consistory President called for a vote without discussion on the Safe Sanctuaries policy  

that was presented by the Task Force in September.  Jim Trott made a motion to approve the policy  

for implementation in the church, Wanda Bolt seconded, and it was passed by the Consistory, with  

Bill Holsinger and Ellen Markel casting the dissenting votes. Rev. Harper will gradually introduce  

the policy to the congregation over the next few months. 
 

     Treasurer Bill Holsinger reported that the church funds are in good shape at this time.  He asked  

for and received permission to set up a separate bank account for church credit card use and for 

accepting electronic offering deposits.  The account will keep a balance of about $5,000 and will 

prevent security concerns to our main church account, while allowing more financial flexibility.  
 

     We discussed building and maintenance issues, mainly the need to consider finding a snow  

removal company that can clear the curbs around the church so that members will have easier and  

safer access to the building after heavy snows.  Joe does a great job of clearing the sidewalks, but 

freeing the curbs is more than one person should have to manage. 
 

     The next Consistory meeting will be on Thursday, April 8, 2010. 

 

                                               Ellen Markel,  

                                                                                                                  Consistory Secretary 

 

 

JUNIOR-YOUTH NEWS 
 

     On Saturday, March 27
th
, we will be celebrating Easter with our Junior-Youth Easter Party.   

We will be enjoying snacks, making crafts, playing games and of course coloring Easter eggs.   

We will also be making Easter baskets to give to some special members of  the congregation. 
 

     On Saturday, April 17
th

, some of our group will be helping the St. Paul’s/Mt. Calvary Youth  

Group as they sell refreshments at a Community Yard Sale at the Woodstock Armory.  Come  

on out to support the kids and you might even find some great deals! 

 

     Stay tuned for more fun activities to come! 

 

                                                                                                          -Alisha Williams 
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FALL AND WINTER SCHEDULE CHANGES 
  

     St. Paul's has had a number of conversations about our fall and winter schedule and how to make  

it smoother and a little more balanced for everyone.  After much thought and discussion by the chairs 

of all boards and assorted others, we have come up with the following schedule changes that we'd like 

to try this year. We had two goals: get kids in Sunday school and keep them in Sunday school in the 

fall, and ease the schedule for the youth and the youth leaders in November and December. We tried  

to keep the all church picnic out of great heat and gnats, move the senior member dinner so it's not a 

duplicate Thanksgiving, adjust Hanging of the Greens so everyone could be there this year, and adjust 

Christmas Family night so it's not too many big events on one day and not so much work in an already 

busy season.  This schedule is what we'll try for 2010, to be evaluated to see if it helps us all serve more 

faithfully and with greater ease.   Please note these changes in your calendars.   

  

Church Family Picnic - June 27 at the River 

                                                Senior Member Dinner - September 25 

                                                Hanging of the Greens - December 5   

                                               Christmas Family Night - December 19 –  

                                      program to include singing and  spontaneous readings or some other low 

                                              maintenance/ no preparation entertainment.  

 

We may add a light summer play for the children, possibly to be used on Rally Day. 

  

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP          
 

     The BIG snow caused our February event to be delayed by a couple of weeks, but the college 

students and members in the military still got their cookies even if they were late!  The Youth  

met on February 20th for cookie packing, pizza and a meeting.  We hope those who received the 

cookies thoroughly enjoyed them and that you are all doing well.  Your church family is always  

here for you!  

     The Youth will be busy in March with Youth Sunday on March 7th and a trip to Hoffman  

Homes for Youth in Gettysburg, PA on March 20th.  And mark your calendars for April 17 when  

we'll be serving food as a fundraiser at the big spring yard sale at the Woodstock Armory!    

Bargains and good food too - you just can't pass that up!                                

Craig and Alberta Smith 
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                                                          JUNIOR CHOIR MEMBERS       

                                                      FEATURED                                     
 
 

Rebecca Riley (Becca) 

  

Becca is in the 5
th

 grade. Her parents are Carolyn and Rick. She likes to swim and sing. When she 

grows up, she wants to be an Olympic swimmer!  She likes Junior Choir because it's fun and there are  

cool games.  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Layla Baker 

  

Layla is in the 4th grade. Her parents are Pam and Mike. She likes to swim and write. When she grows 

up, she wants to be a dolphin trainer. She likes Junior Choir because it's fun! She will be  in Theater 

Shenandoah's upcoming production of Carousel in April (23, 24, and 25th).  
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacob Dirting is in Kindergarten this year. His parents are Beth and Kevin. He likes to paint at school. 

When he grows up he wants to be a teacher just like his mom! He likes Junior Choir because of the 

games.  
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Zach Dysart is in Kindergarten this year. His parents are Stephanie and Dennis. He likes to watch TV. 

When he grows up he wants to be a swimming teacher. He likes Junior Choir because it's fun!  
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   SAFE SANCTUARIES EDUCATIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
  

As part of our introduction of the Safe Sanctuaries Policy to St. Paul's congregation, we'll have an 

educational worship service based around the theme of children's safety on April 18, 2010.  The junior 

choir will sing that day and we'll share some information with you about this church's policy, its 

history, the current need and some experts' advice.  Please join us for this special occasion of healing 

hope, and promise as we celebrate the church and the children.     
 
 

ST. PAUL'S EASTER LILIES FOR THE CHURCH 

 

The church office is taking orders for Easter lilies to 

                                          be used in the church on Easter Sunday, April 4. 

 

THE LILIES ARE $9.50.  ORDERS NEED TO BE TURNED IN BY 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2010. 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO  

"VALLEY FLOWER SHOP"  
or place cash in an envelope with your name on it and give it to  

Dot Lambert or Margie Cook, or mail it to the church office. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM           

 

                                       Name of donor_________________________________ 

 

                                                  In memory of______________________________ 

 

                                                  In honor of  _______________________________ 

 

               I will pick the lily up after worship on Easter Sunday_________ 

 

                                        I would like the church to dispose of it___________ 

 

                                       Check $                                       Cash $____________ 



 8 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays for St. Paul’s 

March        1 – Makenna Painter       

                  2 – Barbara Johnson 

                  4 – Debbie Swecker 

                  7 – Seth Gardner 

                10 – Brian Loveland, John Lambert 

                12 – Regan Kain 

                13 – Jessie McIntosh 

                14 - Stephanie Litten        

                15 – Stuart Sheetz 

                16 – Bill Holsinger 

                17 – Adam Beasley, Doug Linaweaver 

                18 – Casey Walton 

                19 – Jake Johnson 

                22 – Dan Bowman 

                28 – Kim Shrum, Mike Sibert,  

                        Chuck Berchdorf 

                30 – Nadine Dehaven 

                31 -  Dicky Linaweaver 

April          3 – Tim Dalke, Mathew Linaweaver 

                  4 – Chuck Walton, Cathy Boze 

                  5 – Betty Crane, Jodi Orndorff 

                  7 – Kaye Lehnen 

                  9 – Derek Snarr 

                11 – Jean Lutz 

                14 – Michael Baylock, B. J. Goodier 

                15 – Joe Lehnen, Susan Brill 

                16 – Tom Snarr 

                17 – Courtney Brill 

                19 – Carroll Lambert 

                21 – Carol Rhea, Amy Palatnick 

                23 – Megan Partlow 

                25 – Betty Sollenberger 

                29 – Janice Heishman,  

                        Miranda Funkhouser 

  

Anniversaries for St. Paul’s 

March      10 – Robert and Pam Bray 

                12 – Jack and Linda Sheetz 

                22 – Spencer and Jessie McIntosh 

April        20 – Mike and Debbie Good 

                29 -  Trent and Alisha Williams 

Acolytes 

March      7 –  Grant Smith 

              14 –  Desiree Williams 

              21 – Bobby Loveland 

              28 – Rose Holland 

     

April       4 – Jason Holland 

      11 – Brian Loveland 

             18 – Grant Smith 

             25 – Desiree Williams 

     

Scripture Readers 

March      7 –  Suzanne Loveland 

              14 –  Jane Miller 

              21 – Meg Trott 

              28 – Craig Smith 

     

April       4 – Phil Stoneburner 

      11 – Brian Loveland 

             18 – Beth Dirting 

             25 – George Swecker 

                   

Greeters  

March    Jane Miller and Wanda Bolt   

     

April      Tom and Patty Snarr  

  

Nursery   

March     7 –  Alberta Smith 

              14 – Alisha Williams 

              21 – Kaye Lehnen 

              28 – Trudy Rauch 

     

April       4 – Susan Fream 

      11 – Pam Baker 

             18 – Beth Dirting 

             25 – Stephanie Dysart 

 

 

 

 

 Acolytes 

          

Scripture Readers 

 

Greeters 

 

Nursery   
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THE PAUSE FOR APPLAUSE 

AND                             

A PAT-ON-THE-BACK        
                                                                               

Dear Pat,  

 

     I thought the weather in December and early January was interesting, but late January and  

February have blown my tiny rodent mind! Because of snow St. Paul's missed three Sundays in a row  

of services, and Mt. Calvary has missed four. Now, I know what you are thinking, “What fun for the 

church mice to have the run of the church and not have to hide from the humans.” But, honestly, I missed 

the humans. I missed the choir's lovely voices raised in praise.  I missed seeing Pastor Julie  

in the pulpit giving us words to live by. Now I know she sent something to the humans over the  

Internet, but it isn't the same as seeing her radiant self as she talks to us. I missed the children whose 

responses are so delightful during children's sermon.  And I missed the continuing saga of young  

Allen Brill. (In case you have forgotten, let me remind  you of this saga.) When Allen became old enough 

to join the “big kids” for the children's sermon, he was reluctant to walk down the aisle to the  

step where the children sat.  For weeks, the crowd held its collective breath as Allen went a little  

farther each Sunday toward the goal. Then he did and from then on, he ran down the aisle.  We all 

silently cheered.  But then, Pastor Julie had the idea of moving the children up a step to right in front  

of the altar. (Everyone, except Allen, loved this move as we could see the children so much better as they 

reacted to Pastor Julie.)  Ah, but our Allen was flummoxed and floored by this change and again hesitant 

to join the others. Again each Sunday, we sat on the edge of our seats as he proceeded a little further each 

time. We were left for three weeks, wondering, “Will he or won't he?”  This past Sunday we had church 

and HE DID!  (And humans think the Olympics are drama-filled!)  Yes, he and Sierra Newberry ran 

down the aisle this past Sunday in glorious abandon. Speaking of Sierra, she is a star at knowing her 

letters. Now, if she can just overcome her shyness in responding to Pastor Julie's questions!! (Pat, I don't 

know what I would write to you if it wasn't for Sierra and Allen – what fun they are!) 
 

      The youth have completed their drive for human underwear.  This is such a practical, helpful  

project.  Thank you, youth and super hero “Captain Underpants”. 
 

        A little more about the snow – I have spent much time in my little mouse hole since the weather  

has been so snowy and icy.  I told you once that now that electronics have become so small, I have a  

tiny radio in my mouse hole.  One morning as I lay snug in my bed, Ranger Joe Lehnen came on the 

radio doing his daily piece during Craig Orndorff's show.  Ranger Joe was extolling the virtues of  

snow and saying how long the Valley has needed a good snow like this.  In my tiny, furry mind, I  

know he is correct, but  I almost threw the cotton ball I use as a pillow at the radio. (Please don't be 

shocked by this viciousness on my part, it's just that constant snow makes me cranky.)   
 

         Spring will come; the grass will turn green; the flowers will burst forth, and all this snow will 

become only a memory. Maybe we will appreciate the beautiful gift of God's spring more because  

we have endured a long, cold winter. 

                                                                 

 

                                                                 Your loving brother,  

                                                                  Paws, the church mouse (jcm) 


